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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5, 18 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 5, 18 and 29 refer to the height of the retaining lip, however it is unclear 
how the height is being defined. Is it the height measured from the outlet hole to surface 85, or is 
it the height or thickness of 43 as measured from the inner surface 29 of the sleeve? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Blakely '458. 
In regard to claim 1, Blakely discloses a tapping sleeve comprising: 

first 10 and second 1 1 sleeve members, the first sleeve member having an outlet aperture 

36; and 

a gasket 18 having a gasket outlet 39, the gasket outlet having a pair of tapered surfaces 
17 on opposing longitudinal sides of the gasket outlet. 
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In regard to claim 2, wherein the gasket is a unitary gasket formed by a gasket wall that 
subtends an arc less than 360 degrees when placed on a pipe in an un-stretched, uncompressed 
position, thereby forming a gap in the gasket wall. 

5. Claims 1-3, 6, 8, 20-23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 

by Saito et al. '957 

In regard to claim 1, Saito et al. discloses a tapping sleeve comprising: 

first and second sleeve members 17, the first sleeve member having an outlet aperture 21; 

and 

a gasket 3a having a gasket outlet (space defined by 3a and 3b), the gasket outlet having a 
pair of tapered surfaces (see fig. 2 where sides of 3b are shown to be tapered) on opposing 
longitudinal sides of the gasket outlet. 

In regard to claim 2, wherein the gasket is a unitary gasket formed by a gasket wall that 
subtends an arc less than 360 degrees when placed on a pipe in an un-stretched, uncompressed 
position, thereby forming a gap in the gasket wall. 

In regard to claim 6, the first sleeve member is formed from a first sleeve wall having 
inner and outer surfaces; 

the second sleeve member is formed from a second sleeve wall having inner and outer 
surfaces; 

the gasket outlet forms a pair of spaced apart longitudinal surfaces (top surfaces of 3b and 
a pair of spaced apart lateral surfaces (side surfaces of 3a which face one another) in the gasket, 
each longitudinal surface being joined at one end to one of the lateral surfaces, and each 
longitudinal surface being adjacent to one of the tapered surfaces (side surfaces of 3b); 
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the tapered surfaces are symmetrically disposed about a gasket plane; and 
at a midpoint of the tapping sleeve, each tapered surface forms an angle of about 1 to 20 
degrees with the gasket plane (see fig. 2). 

In regard to claim 8, further comprising: 

an outlet retaining lip (protrusion to the inside of where 19 is pointing) disposed on an 
inner surface of the first sleeve member surrounding the outlet aperture; 

an end retaining lip 24 disposed on the inner surface of the first sleeve member and on an 
inner surface of the second sleeve member at both ends of the first and second sleeve members; 

an annular depression 19 formed by the end retaining lips, the outlet retaining lip, and the 
inner surfaces of the first and second sleeve members; and 

wherein the gasket is capable of being positioned within the annular depression. 

In regard to claim 20 Saito et al. discloses a tapping sleeve comprising; 

first and second sleeve members 17 having inner and outer surfaces, the first sleeve 
member having an outlet aperture 21; 

an outlet retaining lip (protrusion to the inside of where 19 is pointing) disposed around 
the outlet aperture; 

an end retaining lip 24 disposed on the inner surfaces of the first and second sleeve 
members at both ends of the first and second sleeve members; 

a substantially continuous annular depression 19 formed by the end retaining lips, the 
outlet retaining lip, and the inner surfaces of the first and second sleeve members; 

a unitary gasket 3a having a gasket wall, an inside surface, an outside surface, and a 
gasket outlet; and 
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wherein the unitary gasket is positionable within the annular depression. 

In regard to claim 21, wherein the gasket wall subtends an arc less than 
360 degrees when placed on a pipe in an un-stretched, uncompressed position, thereby forming a 
gap in the gasket wall. 

In regard to claim 22, wherein: 

the gasket wall includes a central portion 3b and a stepped portion 3a; and 
the central portion of the gasket is positionable within the annular depression 19 and 
the stepped portion 3a is positionable adjacent a radially inward surface 18 of the end 
retaining lip 24. 

In regard to claim 23, wherein: 

the gasket is placeable around a pipe such that the inside surface of the gasket is adjacent 
the pipe and the gasket outlet is aligned with an area of the pipe to be tapped; and 
the first and second sleeve members are placeable around the gasket and the pipe such that the 
inner surfaces of the first and second sleeve members are adjacent the outside surface of the 
gasket. 

In regard to claim 26, wherein; 

the gasket outlet forms a pair of spaced apart longitudinal surfaces and a pair of spaced 
apart lateral surfaces in the gasket wall, each longitudinal surface being joined at one end to one 
of the lateral surfaces, and each longitudinal surface being adjacent to one of a pair of tapered 
surfaces; 
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the tapered surfaces are symmetrically disposed about a gasket plane; and at a midpoint 
of the tapping sleeve, each tapered surface forms an angle of about 1 to 20 degrees with the 
gasket plane (see fig. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 9-17, 19, 28 and 30 allowed. 

7. Claims 4, 7 24-25 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 

U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Claims 18 and 29 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. St. Clair et al., Zoldak, and Van Winkle all disclose similar couplings common in the 
art. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Bochna whose telephone number is (703) 306-9040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 




David Bochna 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 



September 16, 2004 



